skaebne (The Zodiac -Your Birthday, Your Destiny; published in 1947) . Text passages from this book were used as sun sign descriptions in the divination machine in Copenhagen's popular amusement park Tivoli.
Poul Kastrup was among the first to give astrology classes (beginning in 1952), and Carl V. Hansen wrote several books, among others Astrologi (1965), which is considered to have been among the most influential astrology books on the market when astrology became mainstream in the late 1960s and onwards. Also, a Danish translation of Louis de Wohl's Astrologi (1951) circulated throughout the 1950s and 1960s.
An important shift took place on the Danish astrology scene in the mid1950s: "Fru Stella", alias Irene Christensen, began to publish the monthly magazine Stjernerne (The Stars) in 1956 and two years later founded the first astrology school in Denmark, the I.C. Institute -an abbreviation for Irene Christensen as well as for a significant point in a chart. Both the magazine and the school still exist. Irene Christensen was not affiliated with any esoteric movements, and both her magazine and the school became pivotal in the development of Danish astrology as an "existential" and -by self-definitionnon-religious discipline.
In 1969, Gilbert Tjørnum, who was teaching at the I.C. Institute, published the book Astrologi. Horoskopets opstilling (Astrology: Chart Calculation), which had earlier appeared as a series in the magazine Stjernerne. The book gave a very didactic and simple instruction in chart calculation, so that anybody could now calculate a chart simply by following the steps of the book. In 1974, the school introduced a diploma exam in chart calculation and interpretation. Among the techniques to be mastered was the German astrologer Heinrich Kündig's method of rectification. This method was considered the best by the teachers at the I.C. Institute, and since most Danish astrologers were taught here, Kündig's method of rectification (according to which the "astrological birth" can only take place at certain mathematically appropriate times) has become one of the characteristic traits of Danish astrology.
Another important figure in Danish astrology is the Hungarian Ferenc Szöllösi who had fled to Denmark in 1956. He had an immense number of clients and in 1969 created the first evening school classes in astrology, i.e., classes that are subsidised by the ministry of education and open for all. It may seem odd that the state would support such classes financially, but astrology was classified as a hobby along with sewing or painting and therefore entered the evening school curriculum almost without protests. Later others followed in his steps and during the 1970s, the evening school programme became instrumental in disseminating astrology as a legitimate occupation and hobby among the Danish population. In 1970, Szöllösi also published the popular
